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the limits of each society the same process is every-
where at work. To pass over the economic struggle
for existence, of which we are perhaps sufficiently
aware, what else is our system of examinations but
a mechanism of selection, whereby it is determined
that certain persons only shall have access to cer-
tain professions ? What else is the convention
whereby marriages are confined to people of the
same class, thus securing the perpetuation of certain
types, and especially of the better-gifted and better-
disposed ? Turn where we may we find the same
phenomenon. Society is a machine for sifting out
the various elements of the race, combining the like,
disparting the unlike, bringing some to the top,
others to the bottom, preserving these, eliminating
those, indifferent to the fate, good or bad, of the
individuals it controls, but envisaging always the
well-being of the Whole."

"But," I objected, "is it so certain that it is
well-being that is kept in view? Do you not
recognize a process of deterioration as well as of
improvement? You mentioned, for instance, that
the long-headed fair race, is giving place to
what I understand is regarded as an inferior
type."

" No doubt," he admitted, " there are periods of
decline. Still, on the whole, the movement is an
upward one."

"Well," I replied, "that, after all, is not the
question we are at present discussing. Your main
point is, that when we speak of Good we mean,
or should mean, the Good, not of the individual,
but of the species. But what, I should like to